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SUBJECT: US/EC-NINE CONSULTATIONS 

REF: PARIS 23152 AND STATE 219655 

1, AS INDICATED REFTEL WE HAVE BEEN CONSIDERING THE 
QUESTION OF US/EC-NINE CONSULATIONS AND THE 

SUGGESTIONS PUT FORTH EMBASSY REFTEL. WE AGREE WITH EMBASSY'S 
EMPHASIS ON THE NEED TO BROADEN OUR CONSULTATIONS WITH 
THE NINE AND THAT THERE NOW EXISTS AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
PROCEED IN THAT DIRECTION. 

2. A MORE RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT IN FRANCE MAY ALSO 
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PROVIDE US WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO MOVE AWAY FROM OVER- 
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RELIANCE ON A BILATERAL CHANNEL TO THE NINE, I.E. THROUGH 
THE EC COUNCIL PRESIDENCY, BEFORE JANUARY, WHEN 
IRELAND, THE LEAST EXPERIENCED OF THE EC COUNTRIES, WILL 
ASSUME THE CHAIR. 

3. WE REALIZE THAT DIFFICULTIES IN OUR COMMUNICATION 

WITH THE NINE DERIVE PARTLY FROM THE AD HOC AND RUDIMENTARY 
NATURE OF THE CURRENT EC NINE POLITICAL COOPERATION 
EFFORT AND THAT NO METHOD FOR ENHANCING THE US/EC DIALOGUE WILL 
OVERCOME THIS. THE NINE AS SUCH IS NOT AN INDEPENDENT POL- 
ITICAL ENTITY CAPBLE OF CARRYING ON AN INDEPENDENT DIALOGUE 
WITH US. NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE THERE ARE WAYS 
TO IMPROVE THE EXISTING SITUATION AND TO INSURE THAT 
WE MAKE BOTH THE FORM AND CONTENT OF OUR DIALOGUE 
RESPONSIVE TO THE EVOLUTION OF THE NIN'S ABILITY TO 
CONSULT EFFECTIVELY ON POLITICAL QUESTIONS. SHOULD THE 
NINE DECIDE TO ESTABLISH A POLITICAL SECRETARIAT, FOR 
EXAMPLE, WE WOULD WANT TO ESTABLISH WORKING RELATIONS 
WITH IT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

4. WITH THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS IN MIND, WE WOULD LIKE 
TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES FOR ARRANGING A MEETING DURING 
THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS BETWEEN HIGH-LEVEL US 
OFFICIALS AND THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS OF THE NINE TO GO 
OVER VARIOUS CURRENT POLITICAL ISSUES WHERE THE NINE 
HAVE BEEN ACTIVE, AS WELL AS CORRESPONDING ISSUES ON 
THE US SIDE OF INTEREST TO THE NIEN. SUCH A MEETING, 

POSSIBLY IN CONJUNCTION WITH TRAVEL OF HIGH-LEVEL US 
OFFICIALS TO EUROPE IN CONNECTION WITH OTHER ACTIVIES, 

WOULD TAKE US A STEP BEYOND OUR PREVIOUS HABIT OF CONSULT- 
ING WITHTHE NINE ON INDIVIDUAL ISSUES AS THEY BECOME 
CRITICAL, OR AFTE THE EVENT. IN ADVANCE OF THE IRISH 
PRESIDENCY, IT WOULD MOVE US AWAY FROM A DIALOGUE 

LIMITED EXCLUSIVELY TO THE PRESIDENCY. SUCH A DISCUSSION WOULD 

FACILITATE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS IN ADVANCE OF 

EC-NINE DECISIONS. IF SUCCESSFUL, IT COULD ALSO BECOME THE 

FIRST STEP IN DEVELOPING AN INFORMAL DIALOGUE WITH THE 

NINE ON POLITICAL ISSUES SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH WE 

PRESENTLY CARRY ON WITH THE COMMUNITY ON ECONOMIC ISSUES. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 230806 

5. COUNSELOR SONNENFELDT AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN 
WILL BE VISITING BONN, BRUSSELS, AND LONDON ON THEIR 
RETURN FROM MOSCOW AT THE END OF THIS MONTH. HARTMAN 
WILL ALSO VISIT PARIS. PROSPECTS FOR HOLDING MEETING 
DESCRIBED IN THIS MESAG WILL BE EXPLORED WITH PUAUX, AND 
POSSIBLY OTHER POLITICAL DIRECTOS AS WELL. EMBASSIES 

WILL RECEIVE SEPARATE CABLE ON SONNENFELDT/HARTMAN TRIP. 
KISSINGER 
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